Hello and Happy Summer FUSION Partners!

IMSA FUSION Quarterly Program Updates are designed to inform you of important FUSION news, information and deadlines. Please read these updates carefully and contact us if you have any questions. 

The FUSION W.A.L.L.
The W.A.L.L. provides up-to-date grant opportunities for K-12 teachers focusing on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math). This resource offers information on awards, fundraisers, professional development opportunities, field trips and even "freebies".  The summer 2012 edition of The W.A.L.L. is attached and also located on our website: https://www3.imsa.edu/programs/fusion/whatsnew. Please let us know how we can support you in any of these, or other, grant opportunities to help your FUSION program! A special thanks to Renee Anderson for her hard work and research in putting this publication together for FUSION!

A warm welcome to our 2012-13 NEW FUSION partner schools! 
Belle Valley, Belleville (6-8)
Blessed Sacrament, Springfield (4-5) 
Highland Middle, Highland (7-8)
Indian Trail Jr. High and St. Philip's Consortium (6-8)
O'Donnell Elementary, East Aurora (4-5)
St. Joan of Arc, Lisle (4-5)
Neal Math and Science Academy, North Chicago (during the school day/6-8th grade)
South Elementary, North Chicago (during the school day/4-5th grade)
Trimpe Middle School, Bethalto (during the school day/6-8th grade)
FUSION Schools that have been accepted to run a second program are:
Garfield Elementary, Maywood (6-8)
Emerson School, Maywood (4-5)
Highland Elementary, Highland (4-6)
Irving Elementary, Maywood (6-8)
Melrose Park Elementary, Melrose Park (6-8)

Thank you, Com Ed!
Thanks to a generous grant from Com Ed, FUSION will be able to increase and improve our curriculum materials for our 4-5th grade Electric Expressions kit! 

POP Workshops
Thank you for joining us for our Pedagogy, Orientation and Planning Workshops! We enjoyed seeing everyone! 
A VERY special thanks to this year's breakout session presenters...
Karen Henderson, Simmons Middle School
Mia Eddy, Plano School District
Jennifer Orr, Crete Monee Middle School
Julie Christman, IMSA
Jason Pound and Laura Hlinka, Urbana Middle School
Joy Haddock and Carolyn Olson, Emily Johns/Plano
April Capuder, Lincoln Middle/Schiller Park
Bob Argent and Roger Jaklin, Gray/Chicago 
Kent Buckrop, Glenview Middle School/East Moline 
Cathy Barnes and Phyllis Hanna, Grant Middle School/Fairview Heights 
Michael Blair, Unity Point/Carbondale
Josh Jett and Debbie Voorhees, Bloomington Junior High
Linda Bottom and Dawn Huffman, Highland Elementary
Janet Kocis and Jenny Adams, Franklin Middle School/Springfield
Barb Thompson and Barb Reynolds, Iles Elementary/Springfield
Ed Caster, IMSA 

Congratulations to our Problem of the Month Winners!
March 4-5th grade winner:  Ashlyn Emerick (5th grader) Meadowbrook Intermediate 
March 6-8th grade winner:  Joshua Benjamin (8th grader) Crete-Monee Middle School 
April 4-5th grade winner:  Sophie Eves (4th grader) Iles/Springfield 
April 6-8th grade winner:  Jose Zermeno (8th grade) Lincoln Middle/Berwyn

IMSA FUSION Program Research, Evaluation and Change the Equation
We are thrilled to welcome Indiana University's Center for Evaluation and Education Policy (CEEP) as our NEW research and evaluation partner! To learn more about this renowned group and their intended work with FUSION, please read the attached. Our initial work with CEEP has led to two important program changes to streamline and improve our data-driven practices:

    1. We will no longer use the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum to examine teacher classroom practice
    2. We will no longer collect online coordinator feedback. Contact hours and attendance information will be included in weekly teacher feedback

We are also excited to have been selected to be part of a pilot project for Change the Equation (CTEq), a national coalition of corporations that has developed a system for rating effective STEM programs across the United States. If we are accepted as an effective STEM program, FUSION will be inducted into CTEq and included in a searchable database for philanthropic STEM initiatives. More news on this will be shared soon.        

Thank you for your FUSION work and support in these critical endeavors!  

IMSA FUSION Parent Nights 2012-13
Good luck this summer/early fall with identifying students for FUSION participation. If you need any help with this process, please let us know. A member of the FUSION staff will gladly bring a presentation and engaging activity to share with invited students and their families for your Parent Information Night/Program Kickoff for first and second year schools! Please note it is NOT too soon to provide Program Assistant, Sandy Kehl (skehl@imsa.edu) with your parent night date/time/location, as we have already started scheduling these! 

IMSA FUSION Staff 
Due to state budget constraints and cuts, it is with great sadness that we say goodbye to two FUSION Site Support Specialists: Linda Malone and Jean Gotkowski. We will miss them both. Jean and Linda have done tremendous work for IMSA! All schools will have a regional support specialist assigned to them for the coming year, with 1-2 scheduled site visits and ongoing help and guidance with FUSION. We are committed to supporting your success with the program.

Important Dates for 2012-13...Mark your Calendars!
STEM Research/Career online webinar events, 3:00 PM to 4:15 PM:
Tuesday, October 30, 2012
Wednesday, January 30, 2013
Thursday, April 25, 2013

October 15, 2012: Student paperwork/applications (provided on flash drive) due to FUSION office via mail or site specialist
February 15, 2013: Online Call for POP Presentations DEADLINE 
March 1, 2013: Applications for new partner schools or for additional programs in existing partner schools DEADLINE
June 1, 2013: IMSA FUSION Parent, Teacher, Student and Principal Online Program Surveys DEADLINE 

FUSION Within the School Day
We would like to commend Mohawk School in Park Forest and Capital Academy in Springfield for their tremendous work in scheduling FUSION within their school day schedules, while maintaining our program design and meeting program requirements this year. GREAT WORK! IMSA FUSION is looking forward to expanding our school day "embedded" model, serving as a "hybrid enrichment elective" to help schools offset program costs and to increase student attendance and retention. If you would like information on how to structure FUSION inside your school schedule, please contact Program Director, Jami Breslin (jbreslin@imsa.edu).  

Send your FUSION video and pictures to us! 
Please remember, we need video clips and photos of your FUSION programs. Provide these directly to Amanda Lee amlee@imsa.edu OR to your site support specialist! Thanks!

News from the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy...
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IMSA has recently welcomed Dr. Diana Sharp as our new Principal and Chief Academic Officer! To read more about Dr. Sharp, please visit: 
https://www3.imsa.edu/news/releases/2012/06/25/imsa-hires-dr-diana-sharp-principal-and-chief-academic-officer


Have fun in your upcoming unit workshops! Thank you for all you do to ignite and nurture the talents of our FUSION students across Illinois! 

The IMSA FUSION Team
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